
Lecture 1 
1.1 Second Aorist Active and Middle 

Indicative (3rd Principal Part) 
There are two ways "into the past" in English: 
 First Past: 

  "I walk" to "I walked" 

  "We study" to "We studied" 

 Second Past: 

  "I run" to "I ran" (not "I runned") 

  "I speak" to "I spoke" (not "I speaked") 

You either add endings to or change the spelling 

of the stem. A verb has either a 1st or a 2nd past, 

but not both. Only the memory can teach you 

which it is ("I go" to "I goed/went")! The 

meaning is the same in either formation. 

 



This is also the case in Greek: 

• Each Greek  verb takes either a 1st or 2nd Aorist. 

• A verb cannot be both; it will be one or the other. 

• Only your memory can determine which it is, as 

determined by the 3rd principal part! 

• Aspect of aorist: "without limit" = undefined action. It is 

very flexible in its application, from a one point action to 

all action viewed as one, to no specification. 

 "He ate at 12:31." "He ate lunch." 

 "He ate a lot." "He ate his life away." 

 

• Time of aorist: if in view, it's either past or prior time. 

 

First Aorist 
 �������� to �	��������
  

 "I believe" to "I believed" 

 

 
 	�
 ����� to �	�
 ����
 �� 

 "We love" to "We loved" 

 



Second Aorist 
 �
 ������ to �	�
 ����� 

 "You throw" to "You threw" 

 (compare �	�
 ����� to �	�
 ������) 

 

 ������
 � to ������ 

 "She goes" to "She went" 

 (compare ������ to �������) 

 

 ������� ��� to ������� 

 "We know" to "We knew" 

 (compare ������� to �	������� ���) 

 

 �������� to ������ 

 "They say" to "They said" 

 (compare ������ to �������) 

  

The imperfect is built on the present tense stem exactly, but the 

2nd aorist is built on a root! 



1.2 The Aorist Tense 
Tense and Aspect 
 Aspect is the chief idea of Greek tenses. There are six 

tenses and three aspects. We are now considering the aorist 

tense and the perfective aspect. 

 Present tense  Imperfective aspect 

 Imperfect tense  Imperfective aspect 

 Aorist tense   Perfective aspect 

 Perfect tense   Stative aspect 

 Pluperfect tense  Stative aspect 

 Future tense   Future aspect 

 

The perfective aspect expresses the speaker's personal choice to 

present an action as a simple and undifferentiated whole. This 

aspect is often used to express an action simply as an act or 

event, regardless of the nature or duration of the action in view. 

"I loose" or "I loosed." 

 

 

 

 



Tense and Time of Action 
 Like the imperfect tense, the aorist tense is used most often 

in narrative literature to refer to background material (though it 

is extremely common throughout the NT), usually with a past-

time reference. Yet the aorist tense is also used for present and 

even future time action , as well as for timeless statements (e.g., 

expressions of timeless truth like "God is good"). The time 

reference of aorist tense verbs is therefore dependent on context, 

and the aorist tense is not a past time tense. The decision of 

time-reference depends on word choice and context. 

Nevertheless, for now, translate the aorist tense with an English 

past tense verb form: 

 Right:  "I was loosed." 

 Wrong: "I loose." 

 Wrong: "I will loose." 

 

 

 

 



Tense and Kind of Action 
 It has been customary to assert that the aorist tense means 

punctiliar or point-in-time action, even though this description 

has to be modified to take account of passages where the action 

is clearly not of a point-in-time nature. It is more accurate to 

state that the perfective aspect presents the action as a simple 

whole (as if it is point-in-time) and admit that the aorist tense 

itself tells us nothing whatsoever about the nature or duration of 

the action itself. The action may have stretched on for years ("he 

grew up" – stated as a simple event, although it obviously was a 

drawn out process); it may have been episodic ("he saw eighteen 

elephants while on safari" – although the sightings were spread 

out over several days; the iterative usage); or it may have been a 

momentary event. As far as the tense is concerned, who knows? 

That decision is made on the basis of word meaning and context. 

Yet for now, translate the aorist tense with the English simple 

past tense verb form: 

 Right:  "I loosed." 

 



1.3 Second Aorist Active Indicative 
The 2nd aorist active indicative has four 

components: 
augment + aorist active + connecting + secondary active 
      tense stem        vowel      personal endings 
 
� �	 + �
 �  + �  + �� 

 

Form   Translation  C.V.  P.E. 

����
 �����  I took   �� � ��

����
 �����   You took   �� � � 

����
 ����(�)  He/she/it took  �� � �(�) 

�	��
 �������  We took   �� � �� 

�	��
 �������  You took   �� � �� 

����
 �����  They took  �� � � 



1.4 Second Aorist Middle Indicative 
The 2nd aorist middle indicative has four 

components: 
augment + aorist active + connecting + secondary pass 
       tense stem     vowel      personal endings 
 
� �	 + ���  + �  + �� 

 

Form   Translation   C.V.  P.E. 

�	����������  I became    �� � ���

�	���������  You became   �� � ���

�	����������  He/she/it became  �� � �� 

�	����������
   We became   �� � ��
 �

�	�����������  You became   �� � ����

�	�����������  They became   �� � ����



1.5 Second Aorist Active Indicative 
Four components: augment, aorist stem, 

connecting vowel, secondary active personal 

endings 

Time:  past 

Aspect: undefined action 

 

����
 �����   I took 

����
 �����   You took 

����
 ��������  He/she/it took 

�	��
 �������  We took 

�	��
 �������   You took 

����
 �����   They took 



1.6 Imperfect vs. 2nd Aorist Active 
�
 �
 ������
 �� "I take" 

 

Imperfect    2nd Aorist 

"I was taking"   "I took" 

�	��
 ��
 ����� � � � ����
 �����

�	��
 ��
 ����� � � � ����
 �����

�	��
 ��
 �������� � � ����
 �������

�	��
 �
 ������� � � �	��
 �������

�	��
 �
 �������� � � �	��
 �������

�	��
 ��
 ����� � � � ����
 �����



1.7 Second Aorist Middle Indicative 
Four components: augment, aorist stem, 

connecting vowel, secondary m/p endings 

Time:  past 

Aspect: undefined action 

 

�	����������   I became 

�	��������� �   You became 

    ����� 

�	�����������   He/she/it became 

�	����������
    We became 

�	�����������   You became 

�	�����������   They became 



1.8 Imperfect vs. 2nd Aorist Middle 
�����
 �������  "I become" 

 

Imperfect     2nd Aorist 

"I was becoming"   "I became" 

�	���������� � � � � �	����������

�	��������������� � � � �	���������������

�	����������� � � � � �	����������

�	���������
 � � � � � �	���������
 �

�	����������� � � � � �	�����������

�	����������� � � � � �	�����������



1.9 Second Aorist Paradigms 
2nd Aorist Active Indicative of ������ 

 �������� � � � �	��������

� ������������ � � ��	����������

� �������� � � � ���������

� ������������ � � ������������

� ���������� � � � ��������

� ���������� � � � �����������

 

2nd Aorist Middle Indicative of ������ 

 �	��������� � � �	�������
 �

� ��	���������� � � ��	��������
 ��

� �	������� � � � �	���������

� ��	���������� � � ��	�����������

� �	�������� � � � �	���������

� ��	���������� � � ��	�����������



1.10 Second Aorist Verbs 

���������� � � �������
�	� �
 ������ � � �	����
 ����
����� � � � � �������
�����
 �� � � � �������
������ � � � � �������
���
 ��� � � � � ��� ���
���
 ���� � � � ������
 ����
�

 	������!���� � � 
 	����
 ����
�����
 �� � � � �	��������
���������� � � � ��"����
�
 �
 ����� � � ���
 ����
�
�
 ������ � � � ���
 ����
�
��	������
 �� � � ��	��������
�	������
 ��� � � �	��������
���������
 ��� � �����������



1.11 Master Verb Chart 
Here is what we have so far: 
Tense Aug/ Tense Tense Conn. Personal 1st sg 

 Redup.  Stem form. Vowel endings paradigm 

Pres act  pres  �/� prim act ���� 

Pres m/p  pres  �/� prim m/p ����
 ��

Imperf act � pres  �/� sec act ������ 

Imperf m/p � pres  �/� sec m/p �	������ 

Fut act  fut act � �/� prim act ����� 

Liq fut act  fut act �� �/� prim act � ����� 

Fut mid  fut act � �/� prim m/p �	������
 ��

2nd aor act � aor act  �/� sec act ���
 ��� 

2nd aor mid � aor act  �/� sec m/p �	��������



1.12 Morphological Worksheet 
 Greek Form Lexcial Form PP# Kind of 

Word 
Person 
Number Tense Mood Voice  

1 ������� ����� 1 Verb 2/s Impf Ind Act you were wanting 

2 ��� �� ���
 �� 3 Verb 1/s or 3/p Aor Ind Act I/they saw 

3 �
 ��������
  �
 ����#� 2 Verb 1/p Fut Ind Mid we will baptize 
ourselves 

4 �	������� �����
 � 3 Verb 1/s Aor Ind n/a I became 

5 ����� �������� 3 Verb 3/s Aor Ind Act he/she/it knew 

6 �	 ���
 ��  ���
 
 � 1 Verb 3/s Impf Ind Dep he/she/it was able 

7 �
 ����� �
 ���� 2 Verb 1/s Fut Ind Act I will speak 

8 �	 ���
 ���  ���
 
 � 1 Verb 2/p Impf Ind Dep you were able 

9 
 	�
 �������
 � 
 	�
 �
 �� 2 Verb 3/p Fut Ind Mid they will love 
themselves 

10 ������� ���� 3 Verb 1/p Aor Ind Act we had 

11 ������ �����
 � 3 Verb 2/s Aor Ind Act you came 

12 ����� �����
 � 3 Verb 3/s Aor Ind Act he/she/it came 

13 ������ ����� 3 Verb 1/s or 3/p Aor Ind Act I/they said 

14 ��"��� ��������� 3 Verb 1/s or 3/p Aor Ind Act I/they found 

15 ���$ ��
 � �
 �
 ��� 2 Verb 3/s Fut Ind Dep he/she/it will 
receive 

16 �	������ �����
 � 3 Verb 2/s Aor Ind n/a you became 

17 
 	���
 ����� 
 	������!��� 3 Verb 2/p Aor Ind Act you died 

18 ��! ��� ��� 
  4 Verb 1/s Plpf Ind Act I knew* 

19 ��! ���
 � ��� 
  4 Verb 3/p Plpf Ind Act they knew 

20 ��! ���� ��� 
  4 Verb 2/p Plpf Ind Act you knew 

 
* While ��! ���, from ��� 
 , is technically in the pluperfect tense, it functions as though it were 
either imperfect or aorist (cf. Mounce 22.17). 


